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" during forty years, he sang in the choir at Kensington
parish church.59
Even if the Alaska award was correct, it perhaps might
have been more convincing and more consoling to Canadian
opinion if we could have looked back with pride to a great
impartial judgment of unquestioned authority, which had
been the work and the thought of one of the several great
English jurists alive and available for service at that time.
It will, however, have been observed that the whole
decision, with all its results and implications, was finally
reduced to the comparatively small compass of the meaning
of the word " coast " in the treaty ; and to that question, it
is submitted, those who are interested in the merits of the
controversy should apply themselves, and, in doing so,
consider carefully the clear, common-sense arguments of Sir
Edward Carson on that very matter, which are quoted above.
However, American public opinion was naturally over-
joyed, and regarded the award as a great triumph for
American diplomacy, as indeed it was. Even English
opinion found consolation in the fact that the permanent
solution of a question which offered wide opportunities
for discord between the two great kindred nations was an
advantage that far outweighed any disappointment. At all
events, Great Britain had suffered, after the adverse settle-
ments of the Alabama and the Venezuelan disputes, another
heavy loss in the cause of international arbitration. As an
international litigant it will be admitted that Great Britain
has proved very patient and singularly unsuccessful.
However, Canada mistook such resignation for com-
placency : the feeling grew that official Britain cared more for
the friendship of the United States than for the whole
Dominion ; that Dominion interests had been sacrificed to
make an Anglo-American holiday. Even Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
the Prime Minister, demanded that, for the future, Canada
must have an independent treaty-making power, and other
"politicians openly advocated secession. Those who had
worked for years in the cause of closer Imperial co-operation
were confounded. The name of Lord Alverstone was held in
hatred and contempt by Canadians, and even the name of